
Manual Installation of BOINC on XP, Vista, 
Win7, Server (2003, 2008) 

Requirements: 
• Virtual Machine or computer without BOINC installed 
• Knowledge of folder/registry in x86 or x64 
• Knowledge of basic security permissions 

Preparation (I used Win7 as my staging OS): 
1. Create a folder to hold the extracted BOINC files. 
2. Create a folder to hold the final files. 

 
3. Execute <path to BOINC Installer>\boinc_7.0.44_windows_x86_64.exe –a 

 
4. When the installation wizard shows up, click next 

 



5. Change the location to the folder you’ve created in step 1 and click Install. 

 

 



6. Click Finish. 

 
7. Look for the BOINC folder in folder that you’ve created in step 1. Copy or Cut this folder. 

 
8. Paste the copied or cut items to the folder you’ve create in step 2. 

 



9. Create a folder (under step 2 folder) to hold data files 

 
10. Copy or Cut the contents BOINC folder  found under CommonAppData.  

 
Note: placeholder.txt files can be deleted; MSI’s doesn’t like creating folder without files on it if you know what I mean 
11. Paste the copied or cut items to the folder that you’ve create in step 9. 

 



12. Run Regedit 
13. Browse to “HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Space Sciences Laboratory, U.C. Berkeley\BOINC Setup” and export 

it to the folder that you’ve created in step 2. 

 

 
 



14. This how your final BOINC installer looks like 

 
15. Edit BOINC in your favorite text editor (eg. Notepad) 

 
16. Change the following: 
INSTALLDIR – Change the value to where you want BOINC to be installed to. 
DATADIR - Change the value to where you want the BOINC Data to be installed to 

 
NOTE: The rest can be ignored. Value for locations should have double backslash “\\” 



Installation (I used Server 2008 R2 as the target OS): 
1. Copy the files from Preparation to the machine that you would like to install BOINC. 

 
2. Move BOINC folder to the folder that you’ve set in Preparation step 16. 

 
3. Move BOINC Data folder to the folder that you’ve set in Preparation step 16. 

 



4. Rename BOINC Data to BOINC. 

 
5. Merge BOINC.reg 
6. After merging, you should have this in the registry 

 



7. Create shortcuts to where ever you want. If you want to run it at start up and minimized in system tray do this: 
7.1. Copy “C:\Program Files\BOINC\boincmgr.exe” 

 
7.2. Paste shortcut to C:\ProgramData\Microsoft\Windows\Start Menu\Programs\Startup 

 



7.3. Rename the shortcut to BOINC 

 
7.4. Right click properties to the shortcut and add “/s” to the target and click ok. 

 
8. Run BOINC Manager and do the rest of the stuff. 
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